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To the Residents of Webster Groves 

The information contained here is taken from the City’s 

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) and is 

presented for the purpose of communicating the City’s 

financial position to the taxpayer.   

The CAFR provides more detailed information and includes 

an audit from an independent firm of licensed certified 

public accountants. 

The CAFR is prepared in accordance with Generally 

Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) in the United 

States of America.  The Popular Annual Financial Report 

(PAFR) is prepared in accordance with Government 

Finance Officers Association standards and in conformity 

with GAAP.  Copies of the 2017 CAFR and the 2017 PAFR 

are available at www.webstergroves.org or at City Hall. 

 

Our Mission 

Webster Groves is committed to providing professional, 

efficient, and responsible services; and to working with 

citizens to enhance its position as a premier place to live, 

work, and raise a family in a traditional yet progressive 

community. 

Webster Groves 

The City is a predominantly residential community located 

in southeastern St. Louis County, Missouri and has 

received a great deal of recent attention for its suitability 

as a place to live, work and raise a family as well as 

commendations for being an artful community.  Webster 

Groves is one of the more affluent communities in 

Missouri, ranking 41st in per-capita income. In 2008, 

Webster Groves ranked ninth in Family Circle magazine's 

list of the "Ten Best Cities for Families" in America and was 

also recently named one of the best places to live in 

America by CNNMoney .  Webster Groves was named as 

Missouri’s 2013 Creative Community by the Missouri Arts 

Council.  The City is known for its long-standing foundation 

in the arts, with cultural anchors such as The Repertory 

Theatre of St. Louis, Opera Theatre of St. Louis, and The 

Community Music School.         

The City of Webster Groves was the recipient 

of the Award for Outstanding Achievement in 

Popular Annual Financial Reporting by the 

Government Finance Officers Association of 

the United States and Canada for its Popular 

Annual Financial Report for fiscal year ending 

June 30, 2016. 

The Award for Outstanding Achievement in 

Popular Annual Financial Reporting is a 

prestigious national award recognizing 

conformance with the highest standards for 

preparation of state and local government 

popular reports. 

Visit www.gfoa.org for more information 

about this award and its criteria. 
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Year of Incorporation 1896 

Year City Charter Adopted 1954 

Form of Government Council - Manager 

Area 6 Square Miles 

Miles of Streets (City Maintained) 92 

Population 22,995 

Number of Full-Time Employees 153 

Number of Sworn Officers 47 

Number of Firefighters 38 

Number of Parks 17 

Acre of Parks 127 

Median Home Value $245,000 

Per Capita Income $44,501 

Median Age 40.8 

Financial Activity for Year Ended June 30, 2017:   At the end of the current fiscal year, the City’s 

governmental funds report a combined fund balance of $18,800,502 with a net increase in total fund balance 

of $11,626 from 2016.  Over 59% of the total amount ($11,166,499) constitutes unassigned fund balance, which 

is available for spending at the City’s discretion.  This amount represents a decrease in unassigned fund balance 

from 2016 ($11,278,760). 

ALL FUNDS: 

Fund Balance, July 1, 2016 $18,788,876 

   Revenues +$22,374,265 

   Expenditures -$22,362,639 

  Net Change in Fund Balance $11,626 

Fund Balance, June 30, 2017 $18,800,502 

 

GENERAL FUND: 

The General Fund ended the year with an operating deficit of $448,046.  Other financing sources and uses 

netted an increase in budgetary fund balance of $122,605.  The other financing sources consisted of transfers 

in and out from other funds.  The result was a total decrease in budgetary funds of $325,441 in 2017 to 

$11,721,293 at year-end.  Overall, the General Fund ended fiscal year 2017 with a mixture of favorable and 

unfavorable budget variances for revenues and generally favorable budget variances for expenditures.  These 

are explained in the Management Discussion and Analysis of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. 

 

Fund Balance, July 1, 2016 $12,046,734 

   Revenues  +$15,414,722 

   Expenditures -$15,862,768 

   Transfers In/Out                                                          +$122,605 

  Net Change in Fund Balance ($325,441) 

Fund Balance, June 30, 2017 $11,721,293 

 

Miscellaneous Statistical Data 
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         Property Taxes: derived from the city’s real estate and personal property tax rates per $100 assessed valuation for residential 

and commercial property.  The residential real estate rate is $.758, the commercial real estate rate is $.706, and the personal property 

tax rate is $.866.  

 

          Sales Tax: derived from the 1% countywide shared sales tax, the .5% capital improvement sales tax, the .5% parks and storm 

water sales tax, the .25% local option sales tax and the .25% firefighter protection sales tax. 

 

          Utility Taxes: derived from the city’s 7% gross receipts tax on sales of electric, gas, telephone, and water services within the 

city. 

 

          Intergovernmental: revenues from grants and pass-through monies from the State of Missouri and the U.S. government, 

including gasoline tax, auto sales tax and road and bridge money. 

 

          Licenses, fees, permits: derived from licenses, fees, and permits such as building permits and business licenses required by the 

city’s code or state law. 

 

          Fines: revenues derived from fines and costs levied in the court. 

 

Charges for Services: revenues from the use of city facilities or recreation programs. 

 

          Sewer lateral fees: derived from a $50 maximum annual fee charged to homeowners for the repair of residential sewer lateral 

breaks. 

 

          Investment Income: revenue earned by investing city funds throughout the year, pursuant to the city’s investment policy.  

 

         Miscellaneous: derived from sources such as reimbursements, refunds, and other sources. 
 

(a) Intergovernmental revenue is higher in FY 2017 than 2016 due to the receipt of over $650,000 in grant revenue. 

(b) Sewer lateral charges were increased from $28 per year per residential household in 2016 to $42 per year per residential 

household in 2017. 

(c) Interest rates have increased slightly from FY 2016 to FY 2017. 

(d) Miscellaneous revenues in 2016 included the Lease Purchase Agreement of a cell tower to Landmark for $475,000. 

Note: The total revenue matches the all governmental funds total revenue on page 18 of the CAFR. 

 

Revenue 2016 2017 Change  

Property Taxes $4,278,564 $4,339,676 1.43%  

Sales Taxes $7,036,423 $6,906,147 -1.85%  

Utility Taxes $3,506,836 $3,471,752 -1.00%  

Intergovernmental $1,720,437 $2,183,655 26.92% (a) 

Licenses, Fees, Permits $1,520,897 $1,508,436 -0.82%  

Fines $707,365 $701,072 -0.89%  

Charges for Services $2,418,272 $2,386,886 -1.30%  

Sewer Lateral Fees $226,750 $340,440 50.14% (b) 

 Investment Income $62,668 $96,028 53.23% (c) 

Miscellaneous $906,538 $440,173 -51.44% (d) 

Total Revenue $22,384,750  $22,374,265     

19%

31%

15%

10%

7%

3%

11%

2%
0% 2%

Where Does the Money Come From? 



 

 
Page 5 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         General Government: expenditures relating to the city council, city clerk, city manager, city attorney, finance, municipal 

court, human resources, information technology, customer service, boards and commissions, and risk management. 

          Public Safety: expenditures relating to the police and fire departments, including administration, investigation, patrol, 

and fire suppression and emergency medical services. 

          Public Works: expenditures relating to service such as streets, building maintenance, engineering and other related 

service. 

          Parks & Recreation: expenditures relating to parks, recreation, ice arena, aquatic center, and fitness divisions. 

          Planning & Development: expenditures relating to planning, zoning, building inspection, and code enforcement. 

          Capital Outlay: account used to purchase capital items and the construction or acquisition of major capital facilities or 

equipment.  This includes projects financed through the City’s 0.5% capital improvement sales tax. 

          Debt Payments: debt service payments include both principal and interest debt issued for the General Obligation Street 

Improvements bonds and for the Tax Increment Financing Revenue Notes. 

Long-Term Debt 

 

 

 

(a) Capital outlay has decreased by 30.58% due to lower costs for street improvement and capital improvement projects 

than in the prior year. 

(b) Debt payments have increased from FY 2016 to FY 2017 because a larger amount of principal was retired. 

Note 1: The 2011 Street Improvement Bonds are General Obligation debts with a rating of Aa1 from Moody’s. 

Note 2: The total expenditures match the all governmental funds total expenditures on page 18 of the CAFR. 

 

Expenditures 2016 2017 Change  

General Government $3,046,577 $2,978,457 -2.24%  

Public Safety $8,356,458 $8,497,312 1.69%  

Public Works $2,771,803 $2,710,064 -2.23%  

Parks & Recreation $2,913,235 $3,038,926 4.31%  

Planning & Develop. $718,082 $721,711 0.51%  

Capital Outlay $3,725,417 $2,586,345 -30.58% (a) 

Debt Payments $1,632,968 $1,829,824 12.06% (b) 

Total Expenditures $23,164,540 $22,362,639    

  2017 2016 Change 

2002 Tax Increment Financing Revenue Notes $199,000 $795,000 75% 

2011 Street Improvement Bonds $8,070,000 $8,935,000 10% 

                                 Total $8,269,000 $9,730,000 15% 

13%

38%

12%

14%

3%

12%

8%

Where Does the Money Go? 
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Tax Entity  Rate per $100 % of Bill Cost* 

Webster School District $5.6485  61.56% $2,629.38  

Special School District $1.2409  13.52% $577.64  

City of Webster Groves $0.7580  8.26% $352.85  

St. Louis County $0.5150  5.61% $239.73  

Webster Groves Library $0.2780  3.03% $129.41  

Metro Zoo / Museum $0.2795  3.05% $130.11  

Community College $0.2185  2.38% $101.71  

Sheltered Workshop $0.0880  0.96% $40.96  

Metro Sewer District $0.1196  1.30% $55.67  

Deer Creek Sewer $0.0000  0.00% $0.00  

State of Missouri $0.0300  0.33% $13.97  

Total $9.1760  100% $4,271.43  

 

 

*Rate is per $100 of assessed valuation.  The average Webster Groves homeowner ($245,000 market value house) pays 

$4,271.43 in real estate taxes, with 8.26% going to the City of Webster Groves. 

 

Note: The rates above were for the 2016 Tax Year. 

 

 

 

Municipality Sales Tax Rate 

 

Brentwood 8.6130% 

Chesterfield 8.1130% 

Clayton 8.6130% 

Creve Coeur 7.8630% 

Des Peres 8.6130% 

Kirkwood 8.6130% 

Maryland Heights 7.6130% 

Olivette 8.6130% 

Richmond Heights 8.6130% 

Town & Country 8.3630% 

University City 8.6130% 

Webster Groves 8.6130% 

Employer         Employees 

 

Webster University     1,298 

Webster Groves School District     965 

Laclede Groves       600 

Edgewood / Great Circle      458 

City of Webster Groves      275 

Epworth Children & Family Services     198 

Ross & Baruzzini       111 

Schnucks         95 

Nerinx High School        85 

Farnsworth              70 

 

 

Note: This total includes full-time, part-time, and            

seasonal employees. 

Where Does the Property Tax Go? 

Sales Tax Rate Comparison Top City Employers 
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The Capital Improvement Program (CIP) is a plan for the City’s capital investments over a five year period.  The CIP is both 

a fiscal and planning device that allows the City to project all capital costs, funding sources, and timing.  The CIP plan is 

reviewed by the City Council each year.  The CIP was developed around two primary goals.  The first is to ensure the 

appropriate maintenance of existing infrastructure and facilities.  The second is to plan effectively for future needs given 

current resources.  Capital investments are assets valued at more than $25,000 with a useful life of at least 5 years. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Note: For a comprehensive list of Capital Improvement Projects from 2018 - 2022, please visit our website and 

view pages 352 – 419 of the 2018 City of Webster Groves Budget.  
 

 

 

 

Contact us:  Finance Department  ▪  4 East Lockwood Avenue  ▪   Webster Groves, MO  63119    

314-963-5300   ▪  www.webstergroves.org 

Expenditure: FY 18 FY 19 FY 20 FY 21 FY 22 

Storage Area Network $0  $100,000  $0  $0  $0  

Mill & Overlay $851,780  $1,010,880  $965,320  $874,440  $871,200  

Police Vehicles $80,000  $81,000  $92,000  $83,000  $92,000  

Ambulance  $0  $0  $0  $0  $260,000  

Dump Trucks $126,030  $130,170  $0  $138,100  $0  

Memorial Park Tennis Court $0  $910,000  $0  $0  $0  

Blackburn Walking Trail $0  $0  $126,000  $150,000  $0  

Aquatic Center Upgrades $70,000  $75,000  $151,000  $0  $0  

Fitness / Studio Meeting Room   $11,000  $525,000  $0  $0  

Marshall Ave Improvements $10,000  $544,410  $0  $0  $0  

Storm Water Improvements $310,000  $250,000  $125,000  120,000 $110,000  

Parking Garage Repair $298,265  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Other Various CIP Projects $1,186,211  $1,144,280  $937,463  $888,730  $584,470  

Total of ALL projects in CIP $2,932,286  $4,256,740 $2,921,783  $2,254,270  $1,917,670  

Capital Improvement Program 

Abbreviated List of Planned CIP Expenses for Fiscal Years 

2018-2022 


