
Crossroads Special Business District Advisory Commission 
MEETING MINUTES 

APPROVED 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, June 9, 2016 

LOCATION: City Hall 

CALLED TO ORDER: 8:02 AM 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 9:04 AM 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, July 14, 2016 
 

NAME PRESENT ABSENT 

Bob Springer, Chair X    

Heidi Butts-Wiegand   X  

Christi Johaningmeyer X    

Kay Ramsey X    

Joshua Tonnies X    

Kelly Ruesing X    

Vacancy     

Bud Bellomo, Council Liaison X    

Mara Perry, Staff Liaison X    
 

Also in attendance: 
Lee Cannon – CBB 
Ken Rimmel – Big Bend Railroad Club 
Shawn Greene – Webster Groves Historical Society  
Fran Sudekum – Administrative Support 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion to approve the May minutes was made by Joshua Tonnies, Seconded by Kelly 
Ruesing, unanimously approved. 
 
VISITOR COMMENTS 
Ken Rimmel – Big Bend Railroad Club; Ken shared with the Commission they are 
negotiating with Kirkwood Fence to fix their barrier fence.  At their July meeting, they will 
be discussing their funding situation.  There is a potential organization in St. Charles 
that may help them with funding. 
 
Shawn Greene – Webster Groves Historical Society; The Historical Society is 
requesting the Crossroads Business District sponsor their new Concert Series held at 
Southwest Park. 
 
WG Historical Society’s Hawken House Concert Series 
The Historical Society is looking for funding for their new concert series which will be 
free to the public.  Mara Perry handed out a copy of an email from the Society outlining 
the plans and different levels of sponsorship opportunities.  There will be three concerts 
held during the summer months.  They have already received one donation from 
Coltrane Systems.  They Society is hoping Crossroads will help fund the project.  They 
are asking for $850.  Sponsors receive taglines during the concerts and on advertising.  
The concerts will also be broadcast over the new local 63119 Radio station.  Mara Perry 



handed out a copy of the budget to show what potential funds are available to sponsor 
the series if the members decide to do so.  There is some funding available that could 
be moved to advertising to cover a sponsorship.   
 
Josh Tonnies made a motion to for the Crossroads District to sponsor the WG Historical 
Society’s Hawken House Concert Series at the “Hawken Sponsor” level of $500 and 
receive only District level taglines.  The motion was seconded by Christi Johaningmeyer 
and unanimously approved. 
 
STREETSCAPE PROJECT UPDATE 
Lee Cannon of CBB laid out the next steps and tasks for the streetscape project.  
The traffic counts where completed in May while school was still in session during the 
hours of 7:00-9:00 AM and 3:00-6:00 PM.   
 
Lee is looking for two sets of information from the Commission. First he is looking to 
collect any concerns, problems, and issues members want him to know about; vehicles, 
buses, trucks, bicycles, parked vehicles, pedestrians, etc.  CBB will look at items put 
forth and vet them to determine if they are a perceived problem or a real problem.  Key 
questions to answer would be how members feel Big Bend serves their business.  
Second, Lee is interested in any transformations or improvements the Commission 
would like to see along with what types of businesses need to be part of the District that 
would be successful. 
 
Items put forth by Commission members include: 

 No ADA access to the sidewalk; many customers going to the hairdressers have 
ADA needs. 

 Pedestrian crossings are very dangerous, especially for the school-age children 
heading to Hixson. 

 The intersection is very wide and has blind spots. 

 The intersection is very congested during high volume times. 

 Many of the businesses’ customers jaywalk which is dangerous. 

 Businesses on the south side Big Bend which are open early in the morning have 
clients parking on the north side of Big Bend due to rush hour parking restrictions’; 
they dodge traffic as they cross the street. 

 Could a crosswalk be put at Alma? 

 Is there enough parking? 

 The Alma public parking lot is rarely full. 

 The street is not very visually inviting. 

 A more natural look is needed. 

 Add trees so it’s not so stark. 

 Need to move away from a super speeding thruway. 

 Traffic calming is needed; could one lane be closed to slow down traffic? 

 Biking in the District is also very dangerous. 

 Lots of pedestrians/kids biking and skateboarding on the sidewalks which are 
narrow; the door to one business opens up right onto the sidewalk and a possible 
collision could occur. 



 Narrow sidewalks with building close to the street coupled with speeding cars has 
resulted in at least one car hitting abuilding. 

 Perhaps a bikers lane is needed. 

 Could a different type of payment on a crosswalk be a natural speedbump to help 
slow traffic down? 

 
Lee will group these items into similar categories and try to prioritize them for the next 
time he meets with the Commission.  Additional items can be sent to Mara and she will 
forward them to Lee.   
 
St. Louis County has the ultimate approval as they own the street.  Jim Noll of St. Louis 
County Traffic and Highways Department, has been assigned to the project.  Lee will 
set up a meeting with Jim to discuss the project.  Bob Springer, Heidi Butts-Wiegand, 
and Christi Johaningmeyer will be a sub-committee working with Lee and one of them 
will attend the meeting with Lee and Jim. 
 
CBB will generate a report with basic concepts which in turn goes to the County to be 
more defined, after which funding would need to be identified in the future. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Curb Update – St. Louis County has decided not to charge the City of Webster Groves 
permit fees if they wish to fix the curbs themselves.  The WG Public Works Department 
will plan out what repairs need to be made and work it into their schedule. 
 
Employee Parking – Mara Perry has contacted building owner Jeff Sanders regarding 
employee use of the public parking instead of the private parking located behind his 
building.  Mara will contact The Art of Entertaining next. 
 
4th of July Plans – Heidi Butts-Wiegand has handled the ad for the paper.  Mara Perry 
has handled the special activities permit and secured the porta-potties.  Mara also has 
the signs from Heidi for the barricades. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Vogel is interested in doing some improvements to their building.  Mara will send them 
information on what qualifies for the façade program and what does not. 
 
Christi Johaningmeyer inquired if there were any 4th of July tee shirts left from last year 
that could be donated to the Railroad Club so they could sell them to help with their 
funding.  Mara Perry will touch base with Alan Nehring to see if any are left. 
 
ADJOURNED 
Meeting adjourned at 9:04 AM. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 14, 2016 at 8:00 AM – City Hall. 


